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Curriculum Designed for: Grant-In-Aid

Semester: 2

Course Code: MDC-POL-124

Course Title: Basic Concepts of Political Science —
1

Credits: 4

Course Category: Multidisciplinary Course

Course Objectives:

Number Objective

Objective 1: To clarify the meaning and concept of Power, Authority, Liberty,
Law and Justice.

Objective 2: To examine the role of these concepts in the political and civic life
of the state.

Objective 3: To develop a critical understanding of Law, Liberty and Justice in a
democratic framework.

Objective 4: To contextualise these political concepts within contemporary
Indian and global realities.

Objective 5: To strengthen foundational thinking for further study in Political

Science and International Relations.

Course Outcomes: On successful completion of the course, the learner will

be able to

CO# | Cognitive Abilities | Course Outcomes

COl1 | REMEMBERING Explain the concept of Power and Authority and their

significance in political life.

CO2 UNDERSTANDING | Analyse the meaning, types and safeguards of Liberty.

CO3 | APPLYING

Examine the sources, types and contemporary relevance
of Law.

CO4 ANALYSING Evaluate the various dimensions of Justice and its

relationship with Equality.

CO5 | EVALUATING Apply these concepts to understand contemporary

developments in Indian democracy and governance.
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Course Contents:

Unit
No.

Unit Contents

Sessions
Allotted

1

Unit 1: Power and Authority

Concept of Power

Political Power — Various Approaches

Authority — Meaning, Power and Authority

Power in the Contemporary World: Soft Power and Hard Power
(introductory)

Digital Power: Social Media and Political Influence
Decentralisation of Power in Democratic Systems

15

Unit 2: Liberty

Definition and Concept of Liberty

Types of Liberty

Safeguards of Liberty

Liberty in the Contemporary Context: Freedom of Speech and
Digital Rights

Surveillance, Privacy and Civil Liberties

Liberty under Emergency Provisions (Indian context)

15

Unit 3: Law

Definition of Law; Law and Customs/Traditions

Types of Law

Rule of Law; Law and Policy

Law in the Contemporary Context: Rule of Law and Its Relevance
in India

Cyber Law and Digital Regulation (introductory)

15

Unit 4: Justice

Meaning and Concept of Justice

Various Dimensions of Justice

Justice and Equality

Justice in the Contemporary Era: Social Justice and Affirmative
Action (Indian context)

Gender Justice and Constitutional Provisions

Distributive Justice: Rawls' Theory (introductory)

15

Recommended References:

1.

o akrwnN

Almond, G. A., Powell, G. B., Strom, K., & Dalton, R. J. (2000). Comparative
politics today: A world view (7th ed.). Harper Collins.

Barker, E. (1951). Principles of social and political theory. Oxford University Press.
Carnoy, M. (1984). The state and political theory. Princeton University Press.

Das, P. G. (2006). Modern political theory. New Central Book Agency.

Deshmukh, R. K. (2007). Learn and teach political science. Authors Press.
Dworkin, R. (1977). Taking rights seriously. Harvard University Press.

2|3




L. D. Arts College (Autonomous), Ahmedabad

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

22.

23.
24,

Easton, D. (1953). The political system: An inquiry into the state of political science.
Alfred A. Knopf.

GCERT. (2023). Political science textbooks (Higher secondary level). Gujarat
Council of Educational Research and Training.

Heywood, A. (2015). Political theory: An introduction (4th ed.). Palgrave Macmillan.
Johari, J. C. (2010). Adhunik rajniti vigyan ke siddhant. Sterling Publishers.

Johari, J. C. (2010). Principles of modern political science. Sterling Publishers.
Laski, H. J. (1925). Grammar of politics. George Allen & Unwin.

Meena, B. L. (2015). Rajniti vigyan: Siddhant evam vyavhar. Rawat Publications.
Mill, J. S. (1859). On Liberty. John W. Parker and Son.

NCERT. (2023). Political theory (Class XI). National Council of Educational
Research and Training.

Pandya, H. (2010). Rajya shastra parichay (Bhag | & I1). Anada Prakashan.
Rawls, J. (1971). A theory of justice. Harvard University Press.

Ramaswamy, S. (2002). Political theory: Ideas and concepts. Macmillan India.
Shah, G. (2005). Rajya shastra: Arth ane prakar. New Popular Prakashan.

Sharma, B. K. (2018). Rajniti vigyan ke mool siddhant. Rajasthan Hindi Granth
Academy.

Sharma, U., & Sharma, S. K. (2007). Principles and theory of political science.
Atlantic Publishers.

Sheth, P. N. (2008). Adhunik Rajyashastra: Paribhasha ane vishleshan. Gujarat
University Granth Nirman Board.

Shukla, G. B. (2006). Rajya shastra na siddhanto. New Popular Prakashan.
Trivedi, J. (2014). Rajya shastra: Mulbhut vicharo. Gurjar Prakashan.

313



